
  

Lympsham C of E Academy and Pre School  
Vocabulary Progression Document  

Pres School – Reception  
 

EYFS Subject Area  Year Group  Autumn terms Spring Terms Summer Terms  
Personal Social and 
Emotional Development  
PSHE 
 

Pre School Happy, sad, angry, tired, excited, tired  
Feelings, rules, sharing, together, listening, children, friends, family 

Reception  
 
 

Feelings, happy, sad, excited, 
angry, disappointed, 
embarrassed, 
Belong, same, different, 
unique, special 
Friends, share, kindness, 
teamwork, respect, gentle, 
bullying, rights, jobs 
Responsible, safe, difference, 
proud, achievements, old, 
young, male, female, boy, girl, 
house, home, families, friends, 
Self-belief, standing up for 
yourself, unkind, healthy, 
healthy eating, teeth, dentist, 
sleep,, bedtime, routine fruit 
and vegetables, keeping clean, 
wash, soap, celebration  
  
 

Challenge, not giving up, goal, 
achieve, keep on trying, practice. 
Kind words, encourage, future, 
jobs, aim, help, exercise, body, 
healthy, healthy eating, skin, 
stretch, skin, food, danger, 
keeping safe, stranger, new year, 
ambitious 

Friends, family, peers, belong, 
making friends, lonely, group work, 
respect, argument, falling out, 
making up, making friends, upset, 
hurt, unkind, good relationships, 
growing up, changing, different, 
culture, belief, worries, looking 
forwards, memories,  

Physical Development  
(Physical Education- PE) 
 
 

Pre School Walking, running, jumping, climbing, sliding, moving, dancing, throwing, kicking, crawling, skipping, under, 
over, next to, behind, rolling, pushing, pulling, stop, go, moving, safety, slowly, fast 

Reception  Balance, run, running, walk, walking, hop, hopping, skip, skipping, side steps, walking backwards, jump, 
jumping, gallop, galloping, travel, move, moving, landing, land, forward roll, mat, apparatus, underarm, 



  

over arm, throw throwing, stretch, stretching, direction, change direction, position, space, empty space, 
speed, fast, slow, distance, long, short, target, position, heart, muscles, joints, co-ordination, relax, core, 
distance, dance, dancing, gymnastics, group games, team work, team games, yoga, relay, dribbling, 
sprinting, high, low, height, marching, stamping, opponent, opposite, power, pushing, rules, rhythm, 
shapes, balancing, speed, tag, ball, racket, net, goal.    

Maths  
 
 

Pre School Count, number, one, two, 
three, four, five, six, seven, 
eight, nine, ten 
Next, before, after, side, on, 
in, outside, inside, opposite, 
apart, together, middle, top, 
bottom, around, middle, 
direction, forwards, 
backwards, short, long, same, 
different, most, pair, early, 
late, big, bigger, biggest, small, 
smaller, smallest, morning, 
afternoon, night, shape, 
square, rectangle, circle, 
triangle, primary colours  
 

Many, altogether, how many, 
under, over, behind in front, 
subitise, heavy, light, float, sink, 
tall, short 

2D shapes, curved, longer, taller, 
full, empty, holds, container, scales 

Reception  Maths, one, two, three – all 
the way to twenty and 
beyond, numeral, one to one 
correspondence, more then, 
fewer than, less than, greater 
than, one more, one less, 
measure, longer, shorter, 
longest, shortest, length, 
equal, part whole, whole ten 
frame, five frame, subitise, 
size, pattern, repeating 
pattern, match, the same, 

Heavy, heavier, heaviest, light, lighter, lightest, fewer, most, balance, 
equal, plus, addition, subtraction, number bonds, halve, double, divide, 
cube, cuboid, compare, comparison  
(All of Autumn 1 vocab will be used here also) 



  

half, full, empty, scales, ruler, 
weigh, days of the week, 
months of the year, add, take 
away, number line, sequence, 
number sentence, numicon, 
number bond, quick, quicker, 
slow slower. 2D shapes, 
square, triangle, rectangle, 
circle, hexagon, dice, die 
Secondary colours 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Knowledge and 
understanding of the world 
 

- Science   
 

Pre School Plants: 
Plants, tree, leaf, flower, stem, seed, living things, creatures, habitats  
Objects and Materials: 
wood, glass, paper, hard, soft 
Living things: 
Eyes, nose, mouth, ears, hands, fingers, feet, toes, arm, leg, animals, birds 
Seasonal changes: 
Cold, warm, hot, sun, rain, snow, Season, Summer, Spring, Autumn, Winter, days, year, light, night, dark, 
moon world & Space Earth, moon, sun, star.  
Sound, light and Electricity: 
Sound, Light & Electricity Loud, quiet 
 
 

Reception  Plants 
Tree, leaf, flower, stem, seed, trunk, branch, leaves, flowers, petals, fruit, roots, bulb, living things, 
creatures, habitats.  
Objects and Materials:  



  

Fruit, vegetables, object, material, hard, wood, glass, paper, hard, soft, plastic, shiny, metal, rock, fabric, 
smooth, rough, dissolve, melt 
Living things:  
Head, eyes, nose, mouth, ears, hands, fingers, feet, toes, arm, leg, face, hair, leg, knee, arm, elbow, back, 
toes, head, ear, hands, adult, baby, child, animal, human, egg, birds, insects, bugs, minibeasts, fish, life-
cycles 
Seasonal Changes: 
Cold, warm, hot, sun, rain, snow, Season, Summer, Spring, Autumn, Winter, days, year, light, night, dark, 
moon. Forces, Earth & Space Earth, Moon, Sun, Star, Planet, Space Sound, Light & Electricity Loud, quiet, 
volume, sound. 
 
 
 

Knowledge and 
Understanding of the World 

- Geography  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pre School 
 
 
 
 

Travel, journey, arrive, map, space, seasons, autumn, winter, spring, summer, trees, flowers, rain, cloudy, 
sunny, cold, icy, snow, puddles, rainbow,  

Reception 
 
 
 
 

Locational Knowledge: 
Village, town, city, school, home, house, map, job, work, bus stop, village hall, school, church, shops, park 
Human & Physical:  
Beach, water, river, fields, forest, hills, mountain, sea, ocean, soil, weather  
Skills & Field work:  
Maps, globe, atlas, roads, paths, day, night  
Places:  
Woodland, desert, Ocean, Sea, Jungle, Arctic, Antarctic, Africa, Country, continent, seaside, beach, tree, 
soil, ice burg, caves  

Knowledge and 
Understanding of the World  

- History  

Pre School  Before, after, family, long ago, old, new, remember, baby, child, teenager, adult 

Reception  Finding out about the past: 
Today, yesterday, old, new, now then, different, same, change Historical events  
Life events: 
Born, baby, toddler, child, teenager, adult, elderly, grand parent 
Significant historical people: 



  

 

Talk about important people in my life and those of people I know. 

Knowledge and 
Understanding of the World  

- Computing  

Pre School  On, off, Ipad, tablet, phone, TV, remote control, camera 
 
 

Reception  Computer, laptop, keyboard, internet 
 
 

Knowledge and 
Understanding of the World  

- RE 

Pre School  Church, celebrate, Christmas, Diwali, Easter, prayer, God  

Reception  Church, Religion, baptism, christening, Vicar, alter, pew, cross, stained glass window, beliefs, Harvest, 
Christmas, Easter, Christians, Bible, prayer, Jesus, God, believe, angel, new year, resolution, Christian, 
Muslim, Jewish 

 
 
Expressive Art and Design  
-Art and technology  

Pre School  Paint, apron, brush, colour, mixing, artist, playdough, rolling pin, cutters, shape, roll, squeeze, pinch, push, 
roll, cut, brush, palette, water pot, water colours, oil pastels, gloop, glue, scissors, stick, crayon 
Cooking- 
Cook, bake, healthy, food, recipe, snack, wash your hands 
 

Reception  Artist, smooth, shiny, rough, prickly, flat, patterned, jagged, bumpy, soft, hard, colours, drawing, pencils, 
chalk, pastels, glue, scissors, cutting, sticking, joining, making, planning, clay, colour mixing, artist, water 
colours, sculpture, design, creative, imagination, tape, Sellotape, string, join,   
Cooking-  
Cook, food, bake, baking, decorate, healthy, ingredients, recipe, snack, meal, hygiene, healthy diet  
 
 

Expressive Art and Design  
- Music  

Pre School  Dance, music, tune, rhythm, loud, quiet, fast, slow, drums, triangle, tambourine, tap, clap, sing, body 
percussion, start, stop  

Reception  Body percussion, clap, stamp, instruments, rhythm, fast, slow, tempo, steady beat, singing, whisper, 
shout, voice, audience, shaking, hitting, playing, start, stop, beginning, middle, end, together, solo, listen 


